Wraik Hill Recycling – Spillage Procedure
1. Purpose
To ensure that all spillages (oil, fuel, hydraulic fluids, battery acid, coolants, or other hazardous substances) are dealt with promptly, safely, and in compliance with environmental regulations.
2. Responsibilities
- All Employees – must report and respond to any spillage immediately.
- Site Supervisor – ensures spillages are contained, cleaned, recorded, and reported.
- Environmental Manager – oversees disposal of contaminated materials and maintains spillage records.
3. Immediate Actions in the Event of a Spill
1. Stop Work Safely – Cease operations in the affected area. Eliminate sources of ignition if fuel or flammable substances are involved.
2. Raise the Alarm – Notify the site supervisor immediately. If the spillage presents an immediate danger (fire, chemical reaction, or health hazard), initiate emergency evacuation procedures.
3. Assess the Spill – Identify the substance (oil, fuel, coolant, battery acid, etc.). Estimate size and potential impact (minor, moderate, major).
4. Containment and Control
• Small Spills (under 20 litres) – Use spill kits, absorbent pads, or granules. Prevent entry into drains, soil, or watercourses.
• Large Spills (over 20 litres) – Create barriers with spill booms, absorbent socks, or sand. Stop source of leak if safe to do so. Call for additional assistance (fire service if uncontrolled or entering water).
• Battery Acid or Chemical Spills – Use acid-neutralising absorbents. Avoid direct contact – wear chemical-resistant PPE.
5. Clean-Up Procedure
1. Collect used absorbent material and place in labelled, sealed containers.
2. Remove contaminated soil, if applicable, and store for correct disposal.
3. Clean hard surfaces with appropriate cleaning agents.
4. Dispose of waste via licensed hazardous waste contractor.
6. PPE Requirements
- High visibility vest/jacket
- Safety boots
- Gloves (oil-resistant or chemical-resistant as appropriate)
- Safety goggles / face shield for acid or chemical spills
- Respiratory protection if fumes are present
7. Reporting and Documentation
• Record all spillages in the Spillage Log (date, time, material, quantity, cause, actions taken).
• Report significant spills to the Environment Agency if there is risk of pollution.
• Conduct an investigation for major spills to prevent recurrence.
8. Prevention Measures
• Regular equipment maintenance to prevent leaks.
• Secondary containment for fuel and oil storage.
• Spill kits located at all high-risk areas (workshop, fuel store, battery storage).
• Staff trained annually on spill response.
Important: Any spillage that enters a drain, watercourse, or leaves site boundaries must be reported immediately to the Environmental Manager and the Environment Agency.
