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1. Introduction 

1.1. Westbury Environmental Limited have produced this Environmental Risk Assessment (ERA) to support 

an Environmental Permit variation application on behalf of Seletia (HW) Limited (Operator) Hespin 

Wood Landfill, Todhills, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA6 4BJ (Site). 

1.2. The Operator was formerly known as Cumbria Land Management Limited until 30th June, when the 

company name changed to Seletia (HW) Limited.  

1.3. For the purposes of this ERA, the Site is defined as the area and activities covered by Environmental 

Permit reference EPR/BM6026IB (Permit).  

1.4. This ERA considers any potential increase in environmental risk associated with the following proposed 

changes: 

• Increase of the annual limit for non-hazardous waste to 750,000 tonnes per annum. 

• Increase of the annual limit for inert waste to 100,000 tonnes per annum. 

• Addition of waste code 18 02 03 (Wastes whose collection and disposal is not subject to special 

requirements in order to prevent infection) to Table S2.1 Permitted waste types for disposal at a 

landfill for non-hazardous waste, in the Permit.  

o This waste stream will consist of animal faeces.  

o This waste will be bagged before arrival on Site. 

o This waste will be stored on Site for less than one day prior to deposit in the landfill. 

• Addition of waste code 19 05 03 (off specification compost) to Table S2.3 Permitted waste types 

for restoration, in the Permit.  

o This waste will be produced in accordance with the requirements of the Animal By-

Products Regulations. 

o This waste will have been tested and evidenced to meet the specifications for 

pathogenic microorganisms.  

1.5. This assessment has been undertaken in accordance with the requirements set out by the Environment 

Agency guidance document “Risk assessments for your environmental permit” (last updated 3 January 

2025).  

Content of the Environmental Risk Assessment 

1.6. This report provides a detailed description of the Site and its environmental setting, it identifies nearby 

sensitive receptors and evaluates the magnitude of risk to receptors as a result of the proposed 

changes. 

1.7. The Environmental Risk Assessment is structured as follows: 

• Section 2 provides information relating to the Site setting, including the location of the Site and 

nearby sensitive receptors (Table 1).  

• Section 3 provides information on environmental risk to protected habitats and species 

• Section 4 provides information on how environmental risk has been identified.  

• Section 5 identifies risk factors, sources of risk, mitigation measures and the impact of proposed 

changes (Table 2). 

• Section 6 provides a risk matrix for estimating the magnitude of environmental risk (Table 3). 

• Section 7 provides an assessment of environmental risk, risk management, and residual risk 

following risk mitigation measures (Table 4). 

• Section 8 provides a conclusion of the Environmental Risk Assessment and the impact of the 

proposed changes. 
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3. Protected Habitats and Species 

Habitats and Species 

3.1. The Site is located adjacent an area containing protected habitats and species, located 1.15km 

northwest of the Site boundary at the closest point. An assessment of how the proposed changes may 

impact the risk to these habitats and species has been carried out as part of the assessment of 

environmental risk. 

3.2. The protected species and habitats include the following habitat designations: 

• Ramsar Sites (England and Scotland) – Upper Solway Flats and Marshes. 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) (England) – Upper Solway Flats and Marshes. 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) (England and Scotland) – Solway Firth. 

• Special Protection Areas (SPA) (Scotland) – Solway Firth. 

3.3. These areas house a number of protected habitats and species, including habitats for natterjack toads 

and overwintering bird species.  

3.4. The potential impact of the increased annual waste input limits on these species and habitats has been 

assessed with consideration to dust, noise, odour, pests, scavenging animals and surface water 

pollution, see Table 4 Environmental Risk Assessment.  

Potential Risks 

3.5. Dust and noise emissions may cause disturbance to sensitive birds. Bird species are usually sensitive 

to noise and human activity and could be disturbed from feeding or roosting grounds if impacts are 

severe or prolonged. 

3.6. Odour emissions may have the potential to degrade local air quality, potentially impacting adjacent 

habitats and species. Odour could also attract scavenging birds and animals, which may have an impact 

on local wildlife by way of predation, disturbance of nesting birds, disrupting feeding patterns and 

introducing disease or pollutants to the protected population of wildlife. 

3.7. Surface water emissions and runoff from the landfill may impair water quality if polluted water reaches 

the estuarine habitats of the Ramsar and SAC areas. This could impact aquatic species and the wetland 

vegetation by introducing contaminants.      
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4. Identification Environmental Risk 

4.1. This section identifies the environmental risk factors associated with current site operations and 

evaluates how these may be affected by the proposed changes. 

4.2. The Environmental Risk Factors identified in this assessment are: 

• Dust 

• Noise 

• Odour 

• Landfill Gas 

• Leachate 

• Mud (on local roads) 

• Litter 

4.3. Whether the proposed changes present any new risk factors has been considered.  No new risk factors 

have been identified as a result of the proposed changes.     

4.4. Table 2 presents the sources of environmental risk for each factor listed above.  

4.5. Whether the proposed changes introduce any new sources of risk has been considered. No new 

sources of risk have been identified as a result of the proposed changes.  

4.6. It has been identified that the magnitude of risk by each source may be impacted in some instances. 

The impact that the proposed changes have on each source of risk have been described in Table 2.  

4.7. Table 2 also describes the mitigation measures currently in place on the Site.  It assesses whether new 

mitigation measures will be required and how existing measures may be impacted by the proposed 

changes.  

4.8. Current mitigation measures will continue to be implemented, with some requiring more frequent 

application to manage risk where an impact on risk has been identified.  

4.9. Should an event occur on Site that prevents the Operator from accepting waste deliveries, contingency 

measures will be implemented. Diverted vehicles may be directed to Flusco Landfill, located 34.5km 

north of the Site, or other alternative sites. 

4.10. The  Operator is committed to bring the Site up to date on all infrastructure requirements. The rate at 

which these will need to be completed may mean that there is a significant increase in vehicle movement 

and works associated with catching up with the infrastructure requirements. 

4.11. This has been considered when assessing the impact of the changes on risk factors and mitigation 

measures. 
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8. Conclusion 

8.1. The following conclusions have been considered as a result of this Environmental Risk Assessment: 

• No additional risks have been identified as a result of the proposed changes to the 

Environmental Permit.  

• It is considered that existing risks from landfill activities will be impacted by the proposed 

changes to the Environmental Permit.  

• It is considered that risks can be adequately managed by existing mitigation measures.  

• Where it is considered that there is an greater risk as a result of the proposed changes, 

adjustments to the mitigation measures (e.g., rate of deployment) have been proposed.  

8.2. Based on this Environmental Risk Assessment, it is concluded that the proposed changes do not 

present a significant increase in risk to environmental pollution or human health. 
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