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NFCC Research Funding application form

Section 1: Application Conditions
Please read these conditions carefully. When you submit this application form via the online portal, you will be asked to accept these as Primary Investigator, and on behalf on your organisation/institution.
1. The NFCC will only make research project grants for projects that align with the sector’s published Areas of Research Interest (ARIs) and contribute to improving public and firefighter safety through evidence-based learning and decision-making. Priority will be given to the following topics, although proposals in other areas may also be considered where a clear rationale is provided:
a. Contaminants
b. Health and wellbeing
c. Command competence
d. Climate change
e. Lithium ion batteries
2. Research grants will be awarded to not-for-profit organisations that operate for charitable purposes and deliver public benefit. This includes UK Higher Education Institutions and other recognised UK research organisations with the capacity, research track record and governance arrangements needed to carry out the research appropriately.
3. Grants can only be made to organisations based in the UK.
4. NFCC will only support Directly Incurred costs and not the full economic costs of a research project.
a. Directly Incurred Costs: These are costs that arise directly from carrying out the research, can be clearly identified, are charged at the actual cash amount spent, and can be verified through accounting records. 
5. The minimum project grant awarded will be £10,000; the maximum award will be £50,000 although proposals requiring additional funding will be considered. If an application has attracted match funding it should be specified in the application. 
6. Research project grants may be secured over a maximum of two years.
7. Research project grants cannot be awarded to individuals.
8. Intellectual Property: Any IPR material already in existence and owned by the researcher will remain their IPR; any IPR material created as part of this grant funded activity will be owned by NFCC. NFCC will grant a license to the Funders (MHCLG) to use any IPR material.
9. Research outputs will be made publicly available via the NFCC website, excluding any confidential or sensitive material.
10. All proposals must:
a. Be sponsored by an NFCC Lead Officer.
b. Include a detailed methodology and project delivery approach.
c. Clearly identify the relevant Area(s) of Research Interest (ARI) being addressed
d. Set out the experience and roles of the research team.
e. Provide a project timeline with key milestones and dependencies.
f. Include full project costings.
g. Demonstrate how findings will be translated into practical recommendations and outputs for the fire and rescue sector.
h. Show how equality, diversity and inclusion principles will be embedded within the research approach.
i. Demonstrate engagement with relevant stakeholders and end users. 
If you do not currently have an NFCC Lead Officer sponsor, then please email: research@nfcc.org.uk 
11. For your application form to be considered, it is important that you complete all applicable sections listed below.  Please read the whole application before completing any section.

Section 2: Research Project Description
*To be completed by academic institution or research organisation and submitted via the online form: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/t/NFCC-Research-Funding-Application-Form/
Name of Institution and Principal Investigator: 
	Name of the academic institution or research organisation and the name of the lead researcher(s) who will be completing the work.



Name of NFCC Lead Officer Sponsor: 
	Name of the NFCC Lead Officer who is supporting this proposed work



Research project title: 
	Title of research project (maximum 150 characters)



Research project description: 
	Please provide an executive summary of the project that could be used to describe the work to non-specialists (maximum 350 words)



Area(s) of Research Interest: 
	List the areas of research interest that this research project supports 



Project duration
	Please provide the proposed start and end dates for the project



Stages required: (describe the methods of research that will be covered by this proposal; please complete all appropriate sections): 
	1) Evidence gathering exercise of existing work and knowledge base 
	This will include a knowledge exchange process between the academic team and the relevant NFCC teams and fire and rescue service subject matter experts.

	2) Scoping review of academic literature 
	Focused on the topic of concern, regarding the UK fire and rescue service and relevant aligned organisations.

	3) Evidence synthesis of grey literature
	This includes findings from published and unpublished reviews within the UK fire sector and a review of ‘what works’ from other relevant sectors.

	4) Production of a gap analysis 
	This states where the paucity of evidence is to create a robust evidence base for development of the topic across the organisations within the sector.   

	5) Access to existing data
	Access to existing data from a cross section of services who have collected data on the topic. It would potentially give a broader understanding to the project team of the current dynamics reported across a range of fire and rescue services to ensure a broad and contemporary understanding. This would be negotiated by the Ministry of Housing Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) and NFCC, and access would be subject to a data management plan and favourable ethics opinion from the university of the principal investigator.

	6) Empirical data collection 
	Required to provide a contemporary understanding of the topic area. This can be qualitative, quantitative or mixed method, but should be designed and suitable to provide a robust response to the research aim.

	7) Other 
	Please describe here


Proposal criteria: 
	Please tell us how you will carry out the work. This section must include:
· a detailed methodology 
· an outline of the academic team’s experience
· an outline of the academic team’s responsibilities within the project 
· details of staff time allocated to the project, including identification of the PI and all roles within the team 
· the allocation of days between members of the team 
· full costings
· a timeline detailing key milestones and interdependencies 



Outputs: 
	Please detail here the number and nature of outputs.
For example: Outputs for 1) and 2) should be pitched to the target audience of senior leaders within fire organisations across the sector. Evidence should be synthesised, accessible and focused on actionable recommendations and identification of good or leading practice, based on clear evidence and research. Outputs for 3) should clearly stipulate a summary of where additional resources should be applied to establish practical, actionable evidence for those gaps. This should be aimed to support MHCLG workstreams and NFCC Programmes to ensure a full evidence base in order to move the topic forward. A slide deck is also required to use for generic dissemination and communication of the overall research findings. An evidence brief should be developed in line with specific requirements which will be provided by the MHCLG to the project team. This should summarise the research, highlighting on clear, actionable outcomes and recommendations.   



Governance: 
	Any governance requirements of the research project should be described here. For example, a robust governance structure should provide oversight of the project progress and milestones. This should include a practitioner group. MHCLG would like to see a policy/practitioner user group and a steering group for this project to help shape the outputs for the target audiences and ensure applicability and sector support for the outcomes.




Requirements: 
	Contracts, data management plans, favourable ethics opinions, conflict of interest statement, and other research commissioning are required to be in place before work commences. 
Key requirements for work commissioned within this fund are to:
· have UK-wide reach including England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales
· embed equality, diversity and inclusivity principles and best practices throughout
· be delivered in an environmentally sustainable way
· engage non-academic stakeholders, including policymakers and practitioners at national and local levels across the UK, as well as within fire and rescue services;
· demonstrate direct policy-relevance and impact of research projects and findings, synthesising and translating evidence into outputs suitable for policy audiences and other end-users;
· include regular monitoring, learning and evaluation on progress and reporting to the programme funders (MHCLG will provide continued oversight and governance, through this reporting, to ensure that policy and practice relevance is maintained throughout).




Impact assessment considerations
	Please specify how the research will assess the impact of the research in the following areas:
· Equality, diversity and inclusion impact
· Data protection impact
· Environmental impact





Section 3: Proposal submission and scoring criteria
Proposals must be submitted via the online form.
Applications will be considered by the NFCC Research Board.
Each application will be scored against the following criteria:
· To what extent does the proposal demonstrate an understanding of the issues related to the relevant ARI(s)? 
· Alignment with the prioritised research topics, listed in Section 1
· To what extent are the methodology and methods appropriate to meet these requirements? 
· Is the expertise of the Principal Investigator sufficient to successfully complete the work? 
· How well is the academic team structured in order to successfully manage the project and deliver the required work to the budget and timetable required?
· Does the proposed work offer good value and is it timely?
The descriptors for scoring are:
10 Exceptional: The application meets all the assessment criteria to the highest standard. 
9 Outstanding: The application very strongly meets all the assessment criteria.
8 Excellent: The application strongly meets all the assessment criteria.
7 Very Good: The application meets the assessment criteria well but with some minor weaknesses or limitations.
6 Good: The application meets the assessment criteria well but with some clear weaknesses or limitations.
5 Adequate: The application meets the assessment criteria but with clear weaknesses or limitations.
4 Weak: The application meets the assessment criteria but with significant weaknesses or limitations.
3 Poor: The application meets the assessment criteria but has major weaknesses or limitations.
2 Unsatisfactory: The application does not meet one or more of the assessment criteria.
1 Very Unsatisfactory: The application does not meet any of the assessment criteria
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