Additional guidance for completing ‘Section B: Call for evidence on the welfare of gamebirds bred or reared for sporting purposes in England’

To note: responding to Section B is entirely voluntary. You may choose to answer some, all or none of the questions in this section and will still be able to submit your response to the Call for Evidence via the on-line Smart Survey interface.

Clarification, with regard to the economic assessment

As set out in the ‘Overview’, Defra will commission an independent assessment of the economic value of the gamebird sector, in due course. This will be owned by the policy team responsible for Section A of the Call for Evidence and will relate to gamebird release and shooting.

Section B seeks information on certain costs specifically associated with the breeding and rearing of gamebirds, including purchase and sale prices of eggs and birds, and the cost of replacing housing infrastructure. This information is not being collected as part of the wider economic assessment but may inform future policy work relating to farmed gamebird welfare.

Section B: Call for evidence on the welfare of gamebirds bred or reared for sporting purposes in England

To note: The online Smart Survey interface uses skip logic (filters) to determine which subsequent questions are relevant to you based on the answers that you provide. As a result, the sub-set of questions presented to you on-line may automatically be re-numbered. The question numbers referenced in this guidance document will only, therefore, correspond to those in the complete question set contained in the comprehensive Call for Evidence pdf document.

Question 31: Do you breed or rear (farm) any of the following gamebird species: common pheasants, red-legged partridges, or mallards?


Guidance on answering question 31

If you currently breed or rear common pheasants, red-legged partridges or mallards, please select ‘Yes’ and answer the questions within the relevant sections (starting with Management and Welfare of Gamebirds: Pheasants). 

If you do not currently breed or rear common pheasants, red-legged partridges or mallards, but have first-hand historical experience, or possess a detailed sector knowledge regarding these sectors, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’, and answer those questions relevant to your knowledge base.

If you do not currently breed or rear common pheasants, red-legged partridges or mallards, nor have any previous experience or in-depth knowledge of these sectors, please select ‘No’ and move to the section ‘General Questions relating to the welfare of gamebirds during breeding and rearing’.

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions – Management and Welfare of Gamebirds: Pheasants

Question 32: Do you breed pheasants?

 
Guidance on answering question 32

If you currently breed or rear common pheasants, please select ‘Yes’ and answer the questions in the relevant section (Managing pheasants for breeding). 

If you do not currently breed or rear common pheasants, but have first-hand historical experience, or possess a detailed sector knowledge, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’, and answer as many questions in this section as you are able. 

If you do not currently breed or rear common pheasants, nor have any previous experience or in-depth knowledge of this sector, please select ‘No’ and move to the next section (Managing pheasants during rear).

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions – Managing pheasants for breeding

Question 33a: What is the source for your pheasant breeding stock? 
Question 33b: If sourced from outside of the UK, please specify the country of origin:
Question 33c: Please specify the number of pheasants obtained from each source, annually.
Question 33d: Please specify the cost per bird, where relevant:


Guidance on answering question 33

For the purpose of this question, self-bred and reared’ means those birds that have been bred, reared and maintained on-site for the purpose of breeding; whereas ‘retained breeding stock’ means any bird that has been continuously housed for more than one breeding season, regardless of its original source (internal or external). Where these two definitions overlap ‘retained breeding stock’ should take precedence.

(a): Please select the relevant option(s) that apply to you, or your enterprise.

If the relevant source does not appear in the list of options provided, please select ‘other’ and provide a short description of this alternative ‘source’ in the text box provided. 

(b): If you selected ‘Specialist breeder or hatchery (imported from outside the UK)’ for ‘section a’, please list each relevant country.

Worked example: France and Poland.  

(c): Please list the total number of breeder pheasants that have been acquired from each source (as indicated in ‘section a’, including ‘other’, if relevant) over the previous 12-month period.

Worked example: wild-caught = 100; self-bred and reared = 200; retained breeding stock = 100; France = 50.

(d): Please provide the initial purchase cost of each breeder pheasant, specific to each relevant source. If the purchase age differs from point-of-lay, please specify bird age at purchase.

Worked example: UK breeder or hatchery = £7.00 per bird at point-of-lay.

Question 34a: How many housing units do you manage for breeder pheasants?
Question 34b: If ‘other housing type’ selected, please describe this:

 
Guidance on answering question 34

(a): Please record the number of housing units managed against each housing type. 

For the purposes of this consultation, we are referring to a raised laying unit as a single-tier cage; however, any other design of ‘single-tier cage’ (i.e., a metal or wire cage, with a wire floor that is not positioned above or below another tier of cages) sited outdoors would also fall into this same descriptor. A system of stacked ‘multi-tier’ cages, most likely located within an indoor housing unit, should be recorded as an ‘other housing type’.

If you use a fixed laying pen that has netting or is otherwise netted, please disregard the reference to ‘un-netted’ in the description. For the purposes of this question, whether the pen is fixed rather than mobile is the more important distinction.

If a housing type that you use does not appear in the list of options provided, please insert the number of this type of housing unit against the ‘other housing type’ category.

Worked example:
· Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: N/A
· ‘Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor)’l: 80
· ‘Mobile laying pen (outdoor)’: N/A
· ‘Fixed laying pen’: N/A
· Other housing type: 20

(b): If ‘other housing type’ has been selected within ‘section a’, please provide a short description of this housing in the text box provided.

Worked example: ‘Indoor shed’ – an indoor floor-based housing unit with deep litter and no outdoor access.

Question 35: What is the approximate size of a housing unit used for breeder pheasants? 


Guidance on answering question 35

Please list the approximate internal (indoor) and external (outdoor) dimensions, where relevant, for each separate type of unit used for housing breeder pheasants.

Please specify the units of measurement.

Worked example: 
· Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: N/A
· Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): Outdoor A-frame: length = 9.75 m x width: 3.96 m; Covered A-frame: length = 4.27 m x width = 3.96 m
· Mobile laying pen (outdoor): Unit A: Outdoor: 10 ft × 5 ft; Unit B: Outdoor: 15 ft × 10 ft
· Fixed laying pen: N/A
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 36: How many breeder pheasants are managed within a single housing unit? 


Guidance on answering question 36

For each type and size of housing (as described in the previous question) please specify the number of breeder pheasants typically housed within each unit. If a standard stocking density is used, please also provide this information.

Worked example: 
- Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: N/A
- Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): 6
- Mobile laying pen (outdoor): Unit A = 6; Unit B = 14
- Fixed laying pen: N/A
- Other housing type: N/A

Question 37: What male-to-female ratio is used when stocking breeder pheasants? 


Guidance on answering question 37

For each type and size of housing (as described previously) please specify the number of male and female breeder pheasants typically housed within each unit.

Worked example: 
- Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: N/A
- Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): 1 male: 5 females
- Mobile laying pen (outdoor)’: Unit A = 1 male: 5 females; Unit B = 2 male: 12 females
- Fixed laying pen: N/A
- Other housing type: N/A

Question 38: During which months are breeder pheasants housed?


Guidance on answering question 38

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please select all months during which the laying units are in use. If the units are used to house birds over-winter, please select any months when the units are occupied (even if these fall within the previous calendar year). 

If a housing type is in continuous use, please select ‘Continuous, year-round’. In this instance it is not necessary to also select boxes for the individual months.

Question 39a: What enrichment is provided for breeder pheasants? 
Question 39b: Please describe any ‘other’ enrichment provided, and summarise the quantity of overall enrichment provision (all items) within a single housing unit:


Guidance on answering question 39

(a):  For each housing type relevant to your operation please indicate which environmental enrichment items are provided within the housing. If no items are provided leave all boxes unchecked.

If you provide a form of environmental enrichment that does not appear on the list, please select ‘other’.

(b): If ‘other’ was selected for ‘section a’, please utilise the free-text box to provide a brief description of the alternative enrichment item. 

In addition, please quantify the total number of enrichment items provided within each housing type. If different sized housing units are used, please specify the number of items provided for each size of unit.

Worked example: Other enrichment (Outdoor mobile laying pen) = lucerne. Outdoor mobile laying pen: 1x feeder with grit; 2x raised perches (1m length, 30 cm high); 1x artificial shelter (1m x 1m); 1x net of lucerne (refilled when empty). Fixed laying pen: 1x feeder with grit; 2x artificial shelter (1m x 2m); Natural shelter (area approx. 3m x 3m); grain scatter fed once daily.

Question 40: Are any of the following used in the management of breeder pheasants? 


Guidance on answering question 40

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which of the items and practices listed are used for the management of breeder birds. If none of the items and/or practices listed are used please select ‘None of the above’.

Question 41: What is a typical total percentage mortality rate for breeder pheasants over a breeding season?


Guidance on answering question 41

For the purpose of this question, we have assumed a 6-month breeding season spanning February to July. If a different breeding season is used, please provide the relevant mortality data for each housing type relevant to your operation and state the months that this encompasses.

Worked example: 
Fixed laying pen: 6% mortality between February and August.  

Question 42: What impact would each of the following changes have: (a) on pheasant welfare, and (b) on business economics? 


Guidance on answering question 42

This question is intended to help us better understand the potential welfare and cost implications of a range of hypothetical future policy options. These include mandating a transition to cage-free housing, prohibiting the use of bits or spectacles, and introducing minimum perch requirements.

For each of the hypothetical changes listed, where possible, please describe any potential welfare benefits or risks and provide an estimate of the associated financial costs, either to your own business or to a typical game farm. Please explain the basis for any estimates provided, including any assumptions made.

For example, for those that currently use RLU or caged systems, a transition to non-cage housing would likely require investment in new infrastructure. Where possible, please describe the number, type and stocking potential (number of birds per unit) of the replacement non-cage housing units, together with an estimate of the associated total capital cost. Dividing the total capital cost by the number of birds that could be housed (placed) within this new accommodation would provide an estimated cost ‘per bird’.

Worked example:
Transitioning away from RLU housing or cage systems: (a) Cage-free housing would enable the birds to perform more natural behaviours but may increase disease risk as it can be harder to keep housing conditions clean. (b) It would be very costly for me to transition from an RLU system to cage-free housing, as follows: Type of cage-free housing = XX; number of units = XX; number of birds per unit = XX; Total cost = £XX; Cost per bird (placed) = £XX. 

Question 43: Do you rear pheasants from eggs or poults for use in sporting purposes?


Guidance on answering question 43

We have used the term “poults” to mean any young bird from day-old chick, up until the time of transfer to the release pen, inclusive. However, we have been made aware that within the gamebird sector, “poult” is often used to only describe birds at the end of rear.

If you currently rear common pheasants from eggs or chicks select ‘Yes’ and answer the following questions in the relevant section (Managing pheasants during rear). 

If you do not currently rear common pheasants but have first-hand historical experience of common pheasant farming, or possess a detailed sector knowledge, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’. We would be grateful if you could answer as many questions in this section as you are able.

If you do not currently rear common pheasants, nor have any previous experience of in-depth knowledge of this sector, please select ‘No’ and move to the next section (Managing partridges for breeding).

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions – Managing pheasants during rear

Question 44a: What is the source for your pheasant hatching eggs or poults?
Question 44b: If sourced from outside of the UK, please specify the country of origin:
Question 44c: Please specify the number of: (a) eggs and (b) poults obtained from each source, annually.
Question 44d: Please specify the cost of each unit (egg or poult), where relevant:


Guidance on answering question 44

We have used the term “poults” to mean any young bird from day-old chick, up until the time of transfer to the release pen, inclusive. However, we have been made aware that within the gamebird sector, “poult” is often used to only describe birds at the end of rear.

(a): Please select all relevant option(s) that apply to you, or your enterprise. 

If you source chicks externally, from a breeder, please select the relevant response(s) from the following options: ‘Poults from specialist breeder (within the UK)’ and/or ‘Poults from specialist breeder (imported from outside the UK)’.

If the relevant source does not appear in the list of options provided, please select ‘other’ and provide a short description of this alternative ‘source’ in the text box provided.

(b): If you selected ‘Eggs from specialist hatchery (imported from outside the UK)’ or ‘Poults from specialist breeder (imported from outside the UK)’ for Q44a, please specify the relevant country or countries of origin for each relevant source of eggs and/or pheasant chicks.

If you do not source eggs or pheasant chicks from oversees for rearing, please indicate ‘N/A’.

Worked example: France and Poland.  

(c): Please list the total number of eggs and/or pheasant chicks that have been acquired from each source (as indicated in Q44a, including ‘other’, if relevant) over the previous 12-month period.

Worked example: 100 chicks self-bred; 200 eggs from a UK hatchery; 500 eggs from France; 100 eggs from Poland; 300 chicks from France.  

(d): Please provide the cost of each egg or pheasant chick, specific to each relevant source specified in ‘section a’.

If the chicks are older than day-old chicks, please specify the age.

Worked example: egg from UK hatchery = 60p; egg from France = €0.85; egg from Poland = €0.85; chick from France = €1.90.  

Question 45a: What is the intended destination for the pheasants you rear? 
Question 45b: If more than one option is selected, please specify the proportion associated with each:
Question 45c: If pheasants are sold, please specify the price per bird:


Guidance on answering question 45

(a): Please select all relevant option(s) that apply to the birds farmed by you, or your enterprise. 

(b): For each destination selected in ‘section a’ please provide the approximate number and percentage of the pheasants you farm that go to each destination. If there is an additional ‘other’ destination to which farmed birds are sent (e.g., for a hard release, without an intermediate release pen), please describe this in the free-text box and include this ‘other’ destination in the calculation for percentage split.

Worked example: Transported internally to self-managed release pens = 850 (85%). Sold to third party for breeding = 100 (10%). Other (transported internally for hard release) = 50 (5%)

(c): For each destination selected in ‘section a’, please provide the relevant sale price (per bird) and specify the age of the bird at sale.

Question 46a: How many housing units do you manage for the purpose of rearing pheasants? 
Question 46b: If ‘other housing type’ selected, please describe this:


Guidance on answering question 46

(a): Please record the number of ‘combined housing system’ units (as defined in the question) used for rearing/farming pheasants.

If you use a type of housing that does not fit with the description of a ‘’combined housing system’, please utilise the ‘other’ category to record the number of these alternative housing units.

Worked example:
· Combined housing system’: 50
· ‘Other housing type’: 20

(b): If ‘other housing type’ has been recorded within ‘section a’, please provide a short description of this housing in the text box provided.

Worked example: ‘Indoor shed’ – an indoor floor-based housing unit with deep litter and no outdoor access.

Question 47: What is the approximate size of a housing unit used to rear pheasants?


Guidance on answering question 47

For each separate type of unit used for rearing/farming pheasants, as specified in the previous question, please list the approximate internal (indoor) and external (outdoor) dimensions, as relevant. 

If more than one size of housing unit is used per type, please provide measurements for each.

Please specify the units of measurement.

Worked example: 
· Combined housing system: Outdoor A-frame: length = 9.75 m x width: 3.96 m x height 1.00 m; Covered A-frame: length = 4.27 m x width = 3.96 m x height = 1.00 m
· Other housing type: Indoor shed: 4m x 3m

Question 48: How many pheasants are managed within a single housing unit?


Guidance on answering question 48

For each variation (type and size) of housing (as described in the two previous questions) please specify the number of pheasants typically housed within each unit. If a standard stocking density is utilised, please also provide that information.

Worked example: 
· Combined housing system: 20
· Other housing type: Indoor shed, 50

Question 49a: What enrichment is provided during pheasant rearing?
Question 49b: Please describe any ‘other’ enrichment provided, and summarise the quantity of overall enrichment provision (all items) within a single housing unit:


Guidance on answering question 49

49a: For each housing type relevant to your operation please indicate which environmental enrichment items are provided within the housing. If no items are provided leave all boxes unchecked.

A ‘dark brooder’ is a heated, sheltered area provided to young chicks that is designed to mimic some of the functions of being brooded by a mother hen whilst reducing heating costs. It typically consists of a suspended box positioned above the chicks, containing a heat lamp and with curtains or flaps around the sides that exclude light. Chicks can enter and leave freely.

If you provide a form of environmental enrichment that does not appear on the list provided, please select ‘other’.

49b: If ‘other’ was selected for ‘section a’, please utilise the free-text box to provide a brief description of the alternative enrichment item. 

In addition, for each housing type, please quantify the total number of enrichment items provided in each case.

Worked example: ‘Combined housing system’: 2x raised perches (0.5m length, 10 cm high). Other housing type: Indoor shed: 1x bale of straw; 2x raised perches (1m length, 30 cm high); 1x handful mealworms per day.

Question 50: Are any of the following used in the management of pheasants during rear? 


Guidance on answering question 50

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which of the items and practices listed are used for the management of birds housed within each. If none of the items and/or practices listed are used please select ‘None of the above’.

Question 51: What is a typical total percentage mortality rate for captive-bred pheasants?
(a) during the first 7 days post-hatch:
(b) by the end of rear (pre-transfer to release pens):


Guidance on answering question 51

Please provide an indication of average mortality relevant to the two life-stages listed. If mortality is known to differ between housing types, please specify the housing type linked to the mortality figure in each case. 

With regard to end-of-rear mortality, please specify the age of the poults when they are transferred to the release pens. 

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions – Management and Welfare of Gamebirds: Partridges

Question 52: Do you breed partridges?


Guidance on answering question 52

If you currently breed red-legged partridges, please select ‘Yes’ and answer all questions in the relevant section (Managing partridges for breeding). 

If you do not currently breed red-legged partridges but have first-hand historical experience of red-legged partridge breeding or possess a detailed sector knowledge, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’. We would be grateful if you could answer as many questions in the section as you are able.

If you do not currently breed red-legged partridges, nor have any previous experience or in-depth knowledge of this sector, please select ‘No’ and move to the next section (Managing partridges during rear).

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions – Managing partridges for breeding

Question 53a: What is the source for your partridge breeding stock? 
Question 53b: If sourced from outside of the UK, please specify the country of origin:
Question 53c: Please specify the number of partridges obtained from each source, annually. If this varies, please provide information relevant to the last 12 months:
Question 53d: Please specify the cost per bird, where relevant:


Guidance on answering question 53

For the purpose of this question, ‘self-bred and reared’ means those birds that have been bred, reared and maintained on-site for the purpose of breeding; whereas ‘retained breeding stock’ means any bird that has been continuously housed for more than one breeding season, regardless of its original source (internal or external). Where these two definitions overlap ‘retained breeding stock’ should take precedence.

(a): Please select the relevant option(s) that apply to you, or your enterprise.

If the relevant source does not appear in the list of options provided, please select ‘other’ and provide a short description of this alternative ‘source’ in the text box provided. 

(b): If you selected ‘Specialist breeder or hatchery (imported from outside the UK)’ for ‘section a’, please list each relevant country.

Worked example: France and Poland.  

(c): Please list the total number of breeder partridges that have been acquired from each source (as indicated in ‘section a’ and including ‘other’, if relevant) over the previous 12-month period.

Worked example: wild-caught = 100; self-bred and reared = 200; retained breeding stock = 100; France = 50.  

(d): Please provide the initial purchase cost of each breeder partridge, specific to each relevant source. If the purchase age differs from point-of-lay, please specify bird age at purchase.

Worked example: UK breeder or hatchery = £6.25 per bird at point-of-lay.
  
Question 54a: How many housing units do you manage for breeder partridges? 
Question 54b: If ‘other housing type’ selected, please describe this:


Guidance on answering question 54

For the purposes of this consultation, we are referring to a raised laying unit as a single-tier cage; however, any other design of ‘single-tier cage’ (i.e., a metal or wire cage, with a wire floor that is not positioned above or below another tier of cages) sited outdoors would also fall into this same descriptor. A system of stacked ‘multi-tier’ cages, most likely located within an indoor housing unit, should be recorded as an ‘other housing type’.

If you use a fixed laying pen that has netting or is otherwise netted, please disregard the reference to ‘un-netted’ in the description. For the purposes of this question, whether the pen is fixed rather than mobile is the more important distinction.

(a): Please record the number of housing units managed against each housing type. 

If a housing type that you use does not appear in the list of options provided, please insert the number of this type of housing unit against the ‘other housing type’ category.

Worked example:
· Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: N/A
· ‘Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor)’: 80
· ‘Mobile laying pen (outdoor)’: N/A
· ‘Fixed laying pen’: N/A
· Other housing type: 20

(b): If ‘other housing type’ has been selected within ‘section a’, please provide a short description of this housing in the text box provided.

Worked example: ‘Indoor shed’ – an indoor floor-based housing unit with deep litter and no outdoor access.

Question 55: What is the approximate size of a housing unit used for breeder partridges? 


Guidance on answering question 55

Please list the approximate internal (indoor) and external (outdoor) dimensions, where relevant, for each separate type of unit used for housing breeder partridges. 

Please specify the units of measurement.

Worked example: 
· Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: 0.6 x 0.6 m
· ‘Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor)’l: Outdoor A-frame: length = 9.75 m x width: 3.96 m; Covered A-frame: length = 4.27 m x width = 3.96 m
· ‘Mobile laying pen (outdoor)’: N/A
· ‘Fixed laying pen’: N/A
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 56: How many breeder partridges are managed within a single housing unit? 


Guidance on answering question 56

For each variation (type and size) of housing (as described in the previous question) please specify the number of breeder partridges typically housed within each unit. If a standard stocking density is utilised, please also provide that information.

Worked example: 
- Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: 2
- Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): 6
- Mobile laying pen (outdoor): N/A
- Fixed laying pen: N/A
- Other housing type: N/A

Question 57: What male-to-female ratio is used when stocking breeder partridges?


Guidance on answering question 57

For each type and size of housing (as indicated in the previous question) please specify the number of male and female breeder partridges typically housed within each unit.

Worked example: 
- Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage: 1 male: 1 female
- Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): 1 male: 5 females
- Mobile laying pen (outdoor): N/A
- Fixed laying pen: N/A
- Other housing type: N/A

Question 58: During which months are breeder partridges housed?


Guidance on answering question 58

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please select all months during which the laying units are in use. If the units are used to house birds over-winter, please select any months when the units are occupied (even if these fall within the previous calendar year). 

If a housing type is in continuous use, please select ‘Continuous, year-round’. In this instance it is not necessary to also select boxes for the individual months.

Question 59a: What enrichment is provided for breeder partridges? 
Question 59b: Please describe any ‘other’ enrichment provided, and summarise the quantity of overall enrichment provision (all items) within a single housing unit:


Guidance on answering question 59

(a):  For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which environmental enrichment items are provided within the housing. If no items are provided leave all boxes unchecked.

If you provide a form of environmental enrichment that does not appear on the list, please select ‘other’.

(b): If ‘other’ was selected for ‘section a’, please utilise the free-text box to provide a brief description of the alternative enrichment item. 

In addition, please quantify the total number of enrichment items provided within each housing type. If different sized housing units are used, please specify the number of items provided for each size of unit.

Worked example: Raised laying unit (RLU) or single tier cage = no enrichment. Outdoor mobile laying pen: 1x pile of branches/natural shelter (0.5 x 0.5 m); half bale of wood shavings. 

Question 60: Are any of the following used in the management of breeding partridges? 


Guidance on answering question 60

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which of the items and practices listed are used for the management of birds housed within each. If none of the items and/or practices listed are used please select ‘None of the above’.

Question 61: What is a typical total percentage mortality rate for breeder partridges over a breeding season? 


Guidance on answering question 61

For this question we have assumed a 6-month breeding season spanning February to July. If a different breeding season is used, please provide the relevant mortality data for each housing type relevant to your operation, and state the months that this encompasses.

Worked example: 
Fixed laying pen: 6% mortality between February and August.  

Question 62: What impact would each of the following changes have: (a) on partridge welfare, and (b) on business economics?


Guidance on answering question 62

This question is intended to help us better understand the potential welfare and cost implications of a range of hypothetical future policy options. These include mandating a transition to cage-free housing and prohibiting the use of bits or spectacles.

For each of the hypothetical changes listed, where possible, please describe any potential welfare benefits or risks and provide an estimate of the associated financial costs, either to your own business or to a typical game farm. Please explain the basis for any estimates provided, including any assumptions made.

For example, for those that currently use RLU or caged systems, a transition to non-cage housing would likely require investment in new infrastructure. Where possible, please describe the number, type and stocking potential (number of birds per unit) of the replacement non-cage housing units, together with an estimate of the associated total capital cost. Dividing the total capital cost by the number of birds that could be housed (placed) within this new accommodation would provide an estimated cost ‘per bird’.

Worked example:
Transitioning away from RLU housing or cage systems: (a) Cage-free housing would enable the birds to perform more natural behaviours but may increase disease risk as it can be harder to keep housing conditions clean. (b) It would be very costly for me to transition from an RLU system to cage-free housing, as follows: Type of cage-free housing = XX; number of units = XX; number of birds per unit = XX; Total cost = £XX; Cost per bird (placed) = £XX. 

Question 63: Do you rear partridges from eggs or poults for use in sporting purposes?


Guidance on answering question 63

We have used the term “poults” to mean any young bird from day-old chick, up until the time of transfer to the release pen, inclusive. However, we have been made aware that within the gamebird sector, “poult” is often used to only describe birds at the end of rear.

If you currently rear red-legged partridges from eggs or chicks select ‘Yes’ and answer all questions in the relevant section (Managing partridges during rear). 

If you do not currently rear red-legged partridges but have first-hand historical experience of red-legged partridge farming, or possess a detailed sector knowledge, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’. We would be grateful if you could answer as many questions in this section as you are able.

If you do not currently rear partridges, nor have any previous experience of in-depth knowledge of this sector, please select ‘No’ and move to the next section (Managing mallard ducks for breeding).

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions - Managing partridges during rear

Question 64a: What is the source for your hatching partridge eggs or poults? 
Question 64b: If sourced from outside of the UK, please specify the country of origin:
Question 64c: Please specify the number of: (a) eggs and (b) poults obtained from each source, annually. If this varies, please provide information relevant to the last 12 months:
Question 64d: Please specify the cost of each unit (egg or poult), where relevant:


Guidance on answering question 64

We have used the term “poults” to mean any young bird from day-old chick, up until the time of transfer to the release pen, inclusive. However, we have been made aware that within the gamebird sector, “poult” is often used to only describe birds at the end of rear.

(a): Please select all relevant option(s) that apply to you, or your enterprise. 

If you source chicks externally, from a breeder, please select the relevant response(s) from the following options: ‘Poults from specialist breeder (within the UK)’ and/or ‘Poults from specialist breeder (imported from outside the UK)’. 

If the relevant source does not appear in the list of options provided, please select ‘other’ and provide a short description of this alternative ‘source’ in the text box provided. 

(b): If you selected ‘Eggs from specialist hatchery (imported from outside the UK)’ or ‘Poults from specialist breeder (imported from outside the UK)’ for ‘section a’, please specify the relevant country or countries of origin for each relevant source of eggs and/or partridge chicks.

Worked example: France and Poland.  

(c): Please list the total number of eggs and/or partridge chicks that have been acquired from each source (as indicated in ‘section a’, including ‘other’, if relevant) over the previous 12-month period.

Worked example: 100 chicks self-bred; 200 eggs from a UK hatchery; 500 eggs from France; 100 eggs from Poland; 300 chicks from France.  

(d): Please provide the cost of each egg or partridge chick, specific to each relevant source.

If the chicks are older than day-old, please specify the age.

Worked example: egg from UK hatchery = 60p; egg from France = €0.85; egg from Poland = €0.85; chick from France = €1.90.  

Question 65a: What is the intended destination for the partridges you rear? 
Question 65b: If more than one option is selected, please specify the proportion associated with each:
Question 65c: If partridges are sold, please specify the price per bird:


Guidance on answering question 65

(a): Please select all relevant option(s) that apply to the birds farmed by you, or your enterprise. 

(b): For each destination selected in ‘section a’ please provide the approximate number and percentage of the partridges you farm that go to each destination. If there is an additional ‘other’ destination to which farmed birds are sent (e.g., for a hard release, without an intermediate release pen), please describe this in the free-text box and include this ‘other’ destination in the calculation for percentage split.

Worked example: Transported internally to self-managed release pens = 850 (85%). Sold to third party for breeding = 100 (10%). Other (transported internally for hard release) = 50 (5%)

(c): For each destination selected in ‘section a’, please provide the relevant sale price (per bird) and specify the age of the bird at sale.

Question 66a: How many housing units do you manage for the purpose of rearing partridges? 
Question 66b: If ‘other housing type’ selected, please describe this:


Guidance on answering question 66

(a): Please record the number of ‘combined housing system’ units (as defined in the question) used for rearing/farming partridges.

If you use a type of housing that does not fit with the description of a ‘’combined housing system’, please utilise the ‘other’ category to record the number of these alternative housing units.

Worked example:
· Combined housing system: 50
· Other housing type: 20

(b): If ‘other housing type’ has been recorded within ‘section a’, please provide a short description of this housing in the text box provided.

Worked example: ‘Indoor shed’ – an indoor floor-based housing unit with deep litter and no outdoor access.

Question 67: What is the approximate size of a housing unit used to rear partridges?


Guidance on answering question 67

For each separate type of unit used for rearing/farming partridges, as specified in the previous question, please list the approximate internal (indoor) and external (outdoor) dimensions, as relevant. 

If more than one size of housing unit is used per type, please provide measurements for each.

Please specify the units of measurement.

Worked example: 
· Combined housing system: Outdoor A-frame: length = 9.75 m x width: 3.96 m x height 1.00 m; Covered A-frame: length = 4.27 m x width = 3.96 m x height = 1.00 m.
· Other housing type: Indoor shed: 4m x 3m

Question 68: How many partridges are managed within a single housing unit?


Guidance on answering question 68

For each variation (type and size) of housing (as described in the previous two questions) please specify the number of partridges typically housed within each unit. If a standard stocking density is utilised, please also provide that information.

Worked example: 
· Combined housing system: 20.
· Other housing type: Indoor shed: 50

Question 69a: What enrichment is provided during partridge rearing? 
Question 69b: Please describe any ‘other’ enrichment provided, and summarise the quantity of overall enrichment provision (all items) within a single housing unit:


Guidance on answering question 69

(a): For each housing type relevant to your operation please indicate which environmental enrichment items are provided within the housing. If no items are provided leave all boxes unchecked.

A ‘dark brooder’ is a heated, sheltered area provided to young chicks that is designed to mimic some of the functions of being brooded by a mother hen whilst reducing heating costs. It typically consists of a suspended box positioned above the chicks, containing a heat lamp and with curtains or flaps around the sides that exclude light. Chicks can enter and leave freely.

If you provide a form of environmental enrichment that does not appear on the list please select ‘other’.

(b): If ‘other’ was selected for ‘section a’, please utilise the free-text box to provide a brief description of the alternative enrichment item. 

In addition, for each housing type, please quantify the total number of enrichment items provided in each case.

Worked example: ‘Combined housing system’: natural shelter/branches 0.5 x 0.5 m. Other housing type: Indoor shed: 1x bale of straw; 1x handful mealworms per day.

Question 70: Are any of the following used in the management of partridges during rear? 


Guidance on answering question 70

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which of the items and practices listed are used for the management of birds housed within each. If none of the items and/or practices listed are used please select ‘None of the above’.

Question 71: What is a typical total percentage mortality rate for captive-bred partridges?
(a) During the first 7 days post-hatch:
(b) by the end of rear (pre-transfer to the release pens):


Guidance on answering question 71

Please provide an indication of average mortality relevant to the two life-stages listed. If mortality is known to differ between housing types, please specify the housing type linked to the mortality figure in each case. 

With regard to end-of-rear mortality, please specify the age of the poults when they are transferred to the release pens. 

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions - Management and Welfare of Gamebirds: Mallard Ducks

Question 72: Do you breed mallard ducks?


Guidance on answering question 72

If you currently breed mallards, please select ‘Yes’ and answer all questions in the relevant section (Managing mallard ducks for breeding).

If you do not currently breed mallards but have first-hand historical experience of mallard breeding, or possess a detailed sector knowledge, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’. We would be grateful if you could answer as many questions in this section as you are able.

If you do not currently breed mallards, nor have any previous experience or in-depth knowledge of this sector, please select ‘No’ and move to the next section (Managing mallard ducks during rear).

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions - Managing mallard ducks for breeding

Question 73a: What is the source for your mallard breeding stock? 
Question 73b: If sourced from outside of the UK, please specify the country of origin:
Question 73c: Please specify the number of mallards obtained from each source, annually.
Question 73d: Please specify the cost per bird, where relevant:


Guidance on answering question 73

For the purpose of this question, self-bred and reared’ means those birds that have been bred, reared and maintained on-site for the purpose of breeding; whereas ‘retained breeding stock’ means any bird that has been continuously housed for more than one breeding season, regardless of its original source (internal or external). Where these two definitions overlap ‘retained breeding stock’ should take precedence.

(a): Please select the relevant option(s) that apply to you, or your enterprise.

If the relevant source does not appear in the list of options provided, please select ‘other’ and provide a short description of this alternative ‘source’ in the text box provided. 

(b): If you selected ‘Specialist breeder or hatchery (imported from outside the UK)’ for ‘section a’, please list each relevant country.

Worked example: France and Poland.  

(c): Please list the total number of breeder mallards that have been acquired from each source (as indicated in ‘section a’ and including ‘other’, if relevant) over the previous 12-month period.

Worked example: wild-caught = 100; self-bred and reared = 200; retained breeding stock = 100; France = 50.  

(d): Please provide the initial purchase cost of each breeder mallard, specific to each relevant source. If the purchase age differs from point-of-lay, please specify bird age at purchase.

Worked example: UK breeder or hatchery = £6.25 per bird at point-of-lay.

Question 74a: How many housing units do you manage for breeder mallards? 
Question 74b: If ‘other housing type’ selected, please describe this:


Guidance on answering question 74

(a): Please record the number of housing units managed against each housing type. 

If a housing type that you use does not appear in the list of options provided, please insert the number of this type of housing unit against the ‘other housing type’ category.

Worked example:
· Indoor barn: N/A
· Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): N/A
· Mobile laying pen (outdoor)’: N/A
· Fixed laying pen: 10
· Other housing type: N/A

(b): If ‘other housing type’ has been selected within ‘section A’, please provide a short description of this housing in the text box provided.

Question 75: What is the approximate size of a housing unit used for breeder mallards? 


Please list the approximate internal (indoor) and external (outdoor) dimensions, where relevant, for each separate type of unit used for housing breeder mallards. 

If more than one size of unit is used, please provide dimensions for each.

Please specify the units of measurement.

Worked example:
· Indoor barn: N/A
· Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): N/A
· Mobile laying pen (outdoor): N/A
· Fixed laying pen: type A = 8 x 10 m; type B = 6 x 9 m
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 76: How many breeder mallards are managed within a single housing unit?


Guidance on answering question 76

For each variation (type and size) of housing (as indicated in the previous question) please specify the number of breeder mallards typically housed within each unit. If a standard stocking density is utilised, please also provide that information.

Worked example: 
· Indoor barn: N/A
· Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): N/A
· Mobile laying pen (outdoor): N/A
· Fixed laying pen: type A = 21; type B = 14
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 77: What male-to-female ratio is used when stocking breeder mallards?


Guidance on answering question 77

For each type and size of housing (as described in the previous question) please specify the number of male and female breeder mallards typically housed within each unit.

Worked example: 
· Indoor barn: N/A
· Mobile laying pen (semi-outdoor): N/A
· Mobile laying pen (outdoor): N/A
· Fixed laying pen: 1 male: 6 females
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 78: During which months are breeder mallards housed?


Guidance on answering question 78

For each housing type relevant to your operation, please select those months during which the housing type is in use. If the units are used to house birds over-winter, please select any months when the units are occupied (even if these fall within the previous calendar year).

If a housing type is in continuous use, please select ‘Continuous, year-round’. In this instance it is not necessary to also select boxes for the individual months.

Question 79a: What enrichment is provided for breeder mallards?
Question 79b: Please describe any ‘other’ enrichment provided, and summarise the quantity of overall enrichment provision (all items) within a single housing unit:


Guidance on answering question 79

(a): For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which environmental enrichment items are provided within the housing. If no items are provided leave all boxes unchecked.

If you provide a form of environmental enrichment that does not appear on the list, please select ‘other’.

(b): If ‘other’ was selected for ‘section a’, please utilise the free-text box to provide a brief description of the alternative enrichment item(s). 

In addition, please quantify the total number of enrichment items provided within each housing type. If different sized housing units are used, please specify the number of items provided for each size of unit.

Worked example: Fixed laying pen – type A = bespoke enclosed nestbox x6; trough (0.2 x 1 m) x4; natural shelter/ planting (4 x 2 m). Fixed laying pen – type B = bespoke enclosed nestbox x4; trough (0.2 x 1 m) x3; natural shelter/shrub planting (3 x 2 m)

Question 80: What is a typical total percentage mortality rate for breeder mallards over a breeding cycle?


Guidance on answering question 80

We have assumed a 5-month breeding season spanning March to July. If a different breeding season is used, please provide mortality data for each housing type relevant to your operation and specify to which months this relates.

Worked example: 
Fixed laying pen: 5% mortality between March and August.  

Question 81: Do you rear mallard ducks from eggs or ducklings for use in sporting purposes?


Guidance on answering question 81

If you currently rear mallards from eggs or ducklings select ‘Yes’ and answer all questions within the relevant section (Managing mallard ducks during rear). 

If you do not currently rear mallards but have first-hand historical experience of mallard farming, or possess a detailed sector knowledge, please select ‘Not personally, but I do hold sector knowledge (evidence) on this subject’. We would be grateful if you could answer as many questions in the section as you are able.

If you do not currently rear mallards, nor have any previous experience of in-depth knowledge of this sector, please select ‘No’ and move to the next section (General husbandry questions for gamebird keepers).

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions - Managing mallard ducks during rear

Question 82a: What is the source for your mallard hatching eggs or ducklings? 
Question 82b: If sourced from outside of the UK, please specify the country of origin:
Question 82c: Please specify the number of: (a) eggs and (b) ducklings obtained from each source, annually. 
Question 82d: Please specify the cost of each unit (egg or duckling), where relevant:


Guidance on answering question 82

(a): Please select all relevant option(s) that apply to you, or your enterprise. 

If the relevant source does not appear in the list of options provided, please select ‘other’ and provide a short description of this alternative ‘source’ in the text box provided. 

(b): If you selected ‘Eggs from specialist hatchery (imported from outside the UK)’ or ‘Ducklings from specialist breeder (imported from outside the UK)’ for ‘section a’, please specify the relevant country or countries of origin.

(c): Please list the total number of eggs and/or ducklings that have been acquired from each source (as indicated in ‘section a’, including ‘other’, if relevant) over the previous 12-month period.

Worked example: 100 ducklings self-bred; 100 eggs from a UK hatchery; 100 ducklings from specialist breeder (within the UK)  

(d): Please provide the cost of each egg or duckling, specific to each relevant source.

If the ducklings are more than a day-old at purchase, please specify the age.

Worked example: egg from UK hatchery = 65p; day-old ducklings from specialist breeder (within the UK) = €1.25.  

Question 83a: What is the intended destination for the mallards you rear? 
Question 83b: If more than one option is selected, please specify the proportion associated with each:
Question 83c: If mallards are sold, please specify the price per bird:


Guidance on answering question 83

(a): Please select all relevant option(s) that apply to the birds farmed by you, or your enterprise. 

(b): For each destination selected in ‘section a’ please provide the approximate number and percentage of the mallards you farm that go to each destination. If there is an additional ‘other’ destination to which farmed birds are sent (e.g., for a hard release, without an intermediate release pen), please describe this in the free-text box and include this ‘other’ destination in the calculation for percentage split.

Worked example: Transported internally to self-managed release pens = 850 (85%). Sold to third party for breeding = 100 (10%). Other (transported internally for hard release) = 50 (5%)

(c): For each destination selected in ‘section a’, please provide the relevant sale price (per bird) and specify the age of the bird at sale.

Question 84a: How many housing units do you manage for the purpose of rearing mallards?
Question 84b: If ‘other housing type’ selected, please describe this:



Guidance on answering question 84

(a): Please record the number of housing units managed against each housing type, as per the description given within the question. 

If a housing type that you use does not appear in the list of options provided, please utilise the ‘other’ category to record the number of these alternative housing units.

(b): If ‘other housing type’ has been recorded within ‘section a’, please provide a short description of this housing in the text box provided.

Question 85: What is the approximate size of a housing unit used to rear mallards? 


Guidance on answering question 85

Please list the approximate internal (indoor) and external (outdoor) dimensions, where relevant, for each separate type of unit used for rearing/farming mallard. 

If more than one size of unit is used, please provide dimensions for each.

Please specify the units of measurement.

Worked example: 
· Combined housing system (mobile): N/A
· Combined housing system (fixed): Type A: Indoor = 2 x 2 m, outdoor = 2 x 5 m; Type B: Indoor = 1.5 x 2 m, outdoor = 1.5 x 4 m
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 86: How many mallards are managed within a single housing unit?


Guidance on answering question 86

For each variation (type and size) of housing (as described in the previous two questions) please specify the number of mallards typically housed within each unit. If a standard stocking density is utilised, please also provide that information.

Worked example:
· Combined housing system (mobile): N/A
· Combined housing system (fixed): Type A: 30; Type B: 24
· Other housing type: N/A

Question 87a: What enrichment is provided during mallard rearing? 
Question 87b: Please describe any ‘other’ enrichment provided, and summarise the quantity of overall enrichment provision (all items) within a single housing unit:



Guidance on answering question 87

(a): For each housing type relevant to your operation, please indicate which environmental enrichment items are provided within the housing unit. If no items are provided, leave all boxes unchecked.

A ‘dark brooder’ is a heated, sheltered area provided to young chicks and ducklings that is designed to mimic some of the functions of being brooded by a mother hen whilst reducing heating costs. It typically consists of a suspended box containing a heat lamp and with curtains or flaps around the sides that exclude light. Ducklings can enter and leave freely.

If you provide a form of environmental enrichment that does not appear on the list, please select ‘other’.

(b): If ‘other’ was selected for ‘section a’, please utilise the free-text box to provide a brief description of the alternative enrichment item(s). 

In addition, please quantify the total number of enrichment items provided within each housing type. If different sized housing units are used, please specify the number of items provided for each size of unit.

Worked example: Combined housing system (fixed) – Type A = trough (0.2 x 1 m) x2; natural shelter/brush (1 x 1 m). Type B = trough (0.2 x 0.5 m) x3; natural shelter/brush (1 x 1 m)

Question 88: What is a typical total percentage mortality rate for captive-bred mallards?
(a) During the first 7 days post-hatch:
(b) By end of rear (pre-transfer to the release pens):


Guidance on answering question 88

Please provide an indication of average mortality relevant to the two life-stages listed. If mortality is known to differ between housing types, please specify the housing type linked to the mortality figure in each case. 

It has been brought to our attention that captive bred mallards may be released directly into the wild, without first transitioning to release pens. For end-of-rear mortality data, please specify the age of the mallards when they leave the rearing accommodation. 

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions - General husbandry questions for gamebird keepers

Question 89: Do you have a bespoke ‘Health and Welfare Plan’ for the birds under your management?


Guidance on answering question 89

Please select the one option that is the most applicable

Question 90: What welfare outcomes data do you regularly record? 


Guidance on answering question 90

Please select all options that are applicable. Only select ‘No welfare outcomes data is collected’ if none of the other options provided are relevant.

Question 91a: In your experience, what is the main cause of mortality in breeder birds?
Question 91b: If you selected ‘other’, please specify the cause and the relevant species:



Guidance on answering question 91

(a): We appreciate that the key causes of mortality may vary year-on-year. Please select options based upon your cumulative experience.

To note: Egg binding is when a female bird has formed an egg but is unable to pass it normally through the reproductive tract and lay it. It is also described as egg retention.

(b): In addition to providing information relating to ‘other’ causes of mortality, please also feel free to use this text box to describe any anomalies (high levels) in mortality that might have been observed in a particular month and/or year and offer an explanation as to why such an incident might have occurred.

Question 92a: In your experience, what is the main cause of mortality during rear (pre-transfer to the release pen)? 
Question 92b: If you selected ‘other’, please specify the cause and the relevant species:


Guidance on answering question 92

(a): We appreciate that the key causes of mortality may vary year-on-year. Please select options based upon your cumulative experience.

(b): In addition to providing information relating to ‘other’ causes of mortality, please also feel free to use this text box to describe any anomalies (high levels) in mortality that might have been observed in a particular month and/or year and offer an explanation as to why such an incident might have occurred.

Question 93: What methods are used to humanely dispatch (kill) sick or injured gamebirds? For each method, please specify species and whether the method is used: (a) during the rearing phase, (b) following release, or (c) after shooting (if a bird is injured).


Guidance on answering question 93

We appreciate that Section B is primarily concerned with welfare during breeding and rearing; however, we considered it appropriate to include a question on methods of humane dispatch across species and at different life stages within the production cycle. Please only provide information for those life stages where you have direct evidence.

If you have information relating to breeding birds, we would also be grateful to receive this.

Question 94: What methods are used to catch and handle birds from captive housing prior to transport? 


Guidance on answering question 94

If multiple methods are used within a catching event or for different bird sizes/life-stages please select all relevant options for that species.

Question 95: When gamebirds are transported, what is the average journey length (time and distance)?  


Guidance on answering question 95

Please provide information relevant to actual transport journeys associated with the gamebirds that you manage as part of your business or operation.

Question 96a: With relevance to your own or your companies’ activities, are climate-controlled vehicles utilised for the transport of gamebirds?
Question 96b: If you selected ‘yes’, please specify the species, life stage(s) and transport purpose(s) for which climate-controlled vehicles are used:


Guidance on answering question 96

N/A

Question 97a: What are the most common causes of mortality or injury during transport? 
Question 97b: For each cause of mortality or injury selected, please specify the relevant species and life stage(s) at time of transport:


Guidance on answering question 97

(a): We appreciate that the key causes of transport mortality may vary year-on-year. Please select options based upon your cumulative experience.

(b): In addition to providing information relating to ‘other’ causes of transport mortality, please also feel free to use this text box to describe any anomalies (high levels) in transport mortality that might have been observed in a particular month and/or year and offer an explanation as to why such an incident might have occurred.

Question 98a: Are you aware of any specific risks, linked to the transport of gamebirds, that differ from those associated with commercial poultry transport?
Question 98b: If you selected ‘yes’, please provide further information and specify the relevant species and life stage(s) at time of transport for each example given:


Guidance on answering question 98

To note: the main welfare risks associated with commercial poultry transport include:
· Handling stress and injury
· Trappings (parts of the body caught in the transport crate)
· Extreme temperature (heat and cold stress)
· Overcrowding
· Hunger and thirst
· Poor fitness for transport

Question 99: Please provide information on any formal or informal training that you have undertaken on gamebird management and husbandry, and specify whether this training included specific consideration of animal welfare:


Guidance on answering question 99
 
Please provide the date that you received the training.

For formal qualifications, please provide the name of the qualification and the awarding body. 

Question 100a: How old is your gamebird housing?
Question 100b: Do you have any plans to replace or refurbish this housing within the next 5 years?
Question 100c. If you answered ‘yes’, please indicate the reason(s) for wanting to replace or refurbish the housing: 


Guidance on answering question 100

N/A

Section B: Call for Evidence Questions - General Questions relating to the welfare of gamebirds during breeding and rearing

Question 101a. Do you agree with the following statement?
“Current requirements, as set out in the Animal Welfare Act 2006 and statutory gamebird code of practice, are sufficient to protect the welfare needs of gamebirds.”
Question 101b. Please provide evidence to support your view:


Guidance on answering question 100

N/A

Question 102a: Current legislation for farm animals sets out detailed minimum standards, including provisions on housing, space allowances and air quality. Should similar statutory requirements be developed for farmed gamebirds (i.e., those bred, reared or maintained in captivity)? 
Question 102b: Please provide evidence to support your view:


Guidance on answering question 102

N/A

Question 103a: Do you agree with the following statement?
“It is possible for pheasants housed within caged or raised laying units to express normal behaviours.”
Question 103b: Please provide evidence to support your view:


Guidance on answering question 103

N/A
 
Question 104a: Do you agree with the following statement?
“It is possible for partridges housed within caged or raised laying units to express normal behaviours.”
Question 104b: Please provide evidence to support your view:


Guidance on answering question 104

N/A

Question 105a: Do you agree with the use of bits and spectacles to reduce the risk of egg eating, injurious pecking and mortality in pheasants and partridges?
Question 105b: Please provide evidence to support your view:


Guidance on answering question 105

To note: We are aware that the Statutory Code of Practice currently requires the use of these management devices to be justified by a vet.

Question 106: Please provide any other comments or evidence you may have on the welfare of gamebirds during breeding and rearing:


Guidance on answering question 106

N/A
2

