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Appendix 8: Qualitative noise assessment
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Figure A: Location of nearest noise sensitive receptors

Existing Environmental Sound Climate

Mondelez Sheffield is in an urban location close to a major city centre.  Traffic and general background noise
levels are noticeable, especially during daytime hours.  The site is located within a predominantly industrial /
commercial area, beyond which lies a variety of land uses including residential and amenity areas.  The
River Don runs adjacent to, and also splits the site.  To the east beyond the River Don is Parkwood Springs,
a large area of natural land including woodland and heath.  Hillsborough Park recreation area is located
approximately 265 m to the west and the nearest school is located approximately 240 m to the south.

Residential housing is located approximately 185 m and 200 m to the west of the site (receptors A and C) but
these residential areas are separated from the site by other industrial / commercial sites and by the main A61
trunk road, which are likely to be a significant source of noise.  Residential housing is also located
approximately 300 m to the northeast and at a greater distance to the north and southwest.  A travellers’ site
on Club Mill Road, is located approximately 120 m to the east of the site.
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Operational Characteristics

The sources of noise associated with this installation include:

 Raw materials deliveries and finished product despatch, including vehicle movements on site.
 Operation of plant items including boilers, refrigeration equipment and various fans and pumps.

All of the activities described within the permit variation application are existing and will continue to operate in
the same manner as their established use (e.g. hours of operation and load).

There are no sources of vibration from the site that have the potential to impact off-site receptors.

Complaints History

There are no records of substantiated noise complaints associated with site operations.

Risk Matrix

Table 2 details a risk matrix setting out overall risk levels associated with the site operations with regards to
noise. In completing the assessment consideration has been given to the distance from site of potential
sensitive receptors and the existing background noise characteristics of the area.  Due to there being no
sources, vibration is not considered further in the risk assessment.

The combined assessment of site operations, in terms of noise impacts, is that the probability of exposure is
unlikely, the consequence is mild, with the overall risk level being low.  The risk assessment methodology
used in this assessment is provided in Appendix A.

On the basis of the qualitative risk assessment, and in light of the operating history of the plant including no
previously recorded noise complaints, no further controls are considered necessary in respect of the
permitted operations.  Site management practices included within Mondelez management systems, which
include provisions for plant maintenance and complaints handling, will continue to be applied.

In line with the Food, Drink and Milk Industry BAT conclusions document statement that a noise
management plan is only applicable to cases where a noise nuisance at sensitive receptors is expected
and/or has been substantiated, a noise management plan is not considered necessary at this time.  In the
event of material changes to the local noise environment, or location or sensitivity of nearby receptors, or
should substantiated complaints arise, this position should be reviewed as part of normal site management
reviews and controls.










